
WI Decoration

Public exhibition – Chapel Farm p9
Easter trail & craft fair p19
Lenham Film Club p2 & p16

Lenham Country Market wins  
2025 national award p7
Lenham Cricket Club p4-5
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Spring & Summer 2025
 

April: Friday 11th 

The Way
May: Friday 9th 

The Critic
June: Friday 13th

Wicked
July: Friday 11th  

Maria
August: Friday 8th 

Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy
September: Friday 12th 

California Suite

Lenham Community Centre 

GGrroooomm  WWaayy,,  LLeennhhaamm  ME17 2QT

Admission: adults £5, under 16s £2

Cash only, on the door

Doors open 19:00, performance begins 19:30

@LenhamFilmClub

www.lenhamfilmclub.org

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com



3
We welcome your input and comments please email me at editorialslf@outlook.com

Success! Our Lenham country 
market has WON the national 2025 
award for best farmer’s market.  

See inside for more details.

As we approach spring and, hopefully, 
warmer weather and brighter skies, the 
village calendar is gathering pace. 

Take a look inside at the opportunities to 
get involved in, and enjoy a wide range 
of sporting activities. We have our own 
Lenham Cricket Club, the Bowling Club, 
badminton, petanque, indoor bowls and 
various football clubs to choose from. 
Also in nearby Harrietsham we have lawn 
tennis, walking tennis and Pickleball to 
consider – all the contact numbers and 
details are inside this issue, so regardless 
of your age or current fitness, there is  
no excuse!

Events inside include the Demelza 
Easter Trail and Craft Fair – a great 
fundraising day in nearby Sittingbourne 

FOCUS is also online (Click on ‘Lenham 
Focus’) www.lenhamparish.org.uk

Volume 32 Edition 4 (April 2025)
Circulation 2,200 to Lenham Village (plus shops, 
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Editorial
APRIL 2025

– together with advance notice of the very 
popular Pilgrims Way Art Exhibition  
in the Tithe Barn and the Village Fete  
in Charing.

You will also see opportunities to help 
maintain important features of the village, 
such as the Lenham Cross and the various 
parcels of land managed and maintained 
by Lenham Meadows Trust. These and 
other groups and societies cannot manage 
without willing volunteers from local 
villagers.

Inside we repeat details of the Lenham 
nursery lottery as part of their efforts to 
raise funds, with weekly prizes of up to 
£25,000. Details of how to take part are 
inside this issue.

David Jackson I  Editor
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Lenham Cricket Club 

Lenham Cricket Club  
A New Season Beckons!

Club Officers:
•  President: Andrew Barr
•  Chairman: Alex Gray 
•  Treasurer: Sally Lane 	
•  Fixture Secretary: Dan Russell

With the new season approaching fast, 
Lenham Cricket Club is looking for players 
of all abilities. Whether you are a seasoned 
veteran, returning to the sport, or wanting to 
take your first steps on the cricket field, we 
welcome you to play at your own pace in a 
safe and friendly environment. From league 
matches to friendly Sunday league games, 
there is always something for you to enjoy

Junior Cricket – developing our youngsters 
We are proud to support the development 
of young cricketers through our All-Stars 
programme (ages 5-8). This fun programme 
introduces children to the sport in an 
enjoyable way, with weekly sessions on 
Thursdays to teach basic skills. As they 
advance, young players can move up to our 
U/11, U/13, and U/15 teams, where they play 
in competitive matches and further develop 
their skills. Younger players train on Mondays 
in a more structured environment, preparing 
for more competitive games.

Open Age Cricket – for the social or 
competitive player 
Our Saturday side has recently been 
promoted and will face a higher level of 
competition this season. This side is perfect 
for those who want to play in a competitive 
league environment. For a more relaxed yet 
still competitive side of the game, our Sunday 
team plays weekly fixtures. Our Sunday 
team is an excellent opportunity for our Colts 
players to be integrated into the senior team.

Upcoming Open Age Fixtures:
•  April 26 – Otterden (Away)
•  May 3 – Town Malling (Away)
•  May 4 – East Sutton (Away)
•  May 10 – West Farleigh (Home)
•  May 11 – TBC (Home)
•  May 17 – Penshurst (Away)
•  May 18 – Sissinghurst (Away)
•  May 24 – Pembury (Away)
•  May 25 – Newington (Away)
•  May 31 – Plaxtol (Home)

Our Friday evening pre-season training 
runs from 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm at Cornwallis 
Academy. Whether you’re looking to improve 
your game or just get back into the swing of 
things, now is the perfect time to join!

Women’s Cricket – a team on the rise
Our women’s team has grown rapidly in 
recent years, competing in league games 
and tournaments. Just like the men’s team, 
our women’s team has had a very successful 
previous season having won their league. 
However due to poor weather their league final 
has been rescheduled for early this year. Despite 
their high-level performances this is still an 
extremely friendly and welcoming group.

‘Lenham Cricket Club is 
more than just a team –  

it is a family.’
© Vecteezy.com
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Upcoming Women’s Fixtures: 
•  �April 27 - Away Town Malling  

(rescheduled final) 
•  May 11 - Home (Opposition TBC)
•  May 18 - Away Tournament at Hythe

Be a part of the club (off the field)
We are also looking for a Club Secretary 
to assist in managing the club’s operations. 
This role is perfect for anyone who wants to 
be an integral part of the club and help with 
the administrative side of things.

Join Today!
Whether you’re looking to play on the field, 
train, or assist off the field, Lenham Cricket 

Club is the perfect place to be a cricketer 
and make lasting friendships. Come along 
to a training session or get in touch today!

Contact Us: 
•  Andy (Open Age): 07584 052846

•  �Alex (Youth & Women’s Teams):  
07760 132803

•  Sally (General Enquiries): 07887 844875

Lenham Cricket Club is more than just 
a team – it’s a family. We look forward to 
having you as a member!

Lenham Cricket Club

‘Spring is in the Air....
          It was once celebrated with…. a hop and a skip in Lenham square.’

We think that the photo was taken at the May Day celebrations before WWI. The 
gentleman leading the ceremony is the headmaster Mr Underdown. 

Our next talk:

THE BUTCHER, THE BAKER, THE CANDLESTICKMAKER
WHO LIVED IN CANTERBURY IN 1641?

A TALK BY PROF. JACKIE EALES

Thursday 24 April at 7.30, at Lenham Community Centre             Guests £4, Members free
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Prayer – Mothering Sunday

Offering competitive pricing and bespoke solutions so you can 
relax in the outdoor space of your dreams.

With more than 22 years’ experience in the gate 
manufacture and fencing trade I have a proven track 
record of delivering quality results for my customers. 

From close board or picket to chain link or railings you can be 
sure your garden will be secure and looking great. 

Decking or a new patio can transform your garden giving you the perfect outdoor space for entertaining 
or relaxing. 

I use quality treated deck boards and natural Indian sandstone to give that extra special look. Gates and 
pergolas can be functional or statement pieces in your garden. Made to measure and customised to 
your requirements.

Contact me today for a FREE quote. 
Appointments are made to fit your schedule. 

Decked out in style!
Decked out in style! 

At Andrew French Fencing we build high quality decks, fences, gates, pergolas and more.  Offering 
competitive pricing and bespoke solutions so you can relax in the outdoor space of your dreams. 

With more than 22 years’ experience in the gate manufacture and fencing trade I have a proven 
track record of delivering quality results for my customers.  My children say “My dad’s a fencer 

and he likes wood!” and it couldn’t 
be truer.  I love transforming my 
customer’s gardens with a simple 
piece of timber or two. 

From close board or picket to chain 
link or railings you can be sure your 
garden will be secure and looking 
great.   

Decking or a new patio can 
transform your garden giving you 
the perfect outdoor space for 
entertaining or relaxing.   

I use quality treated deck boards 
and natural Indian sandstone to give 

that extra special look. Gates and pergolas can be functional or statement pieces in your garden.  
Made to measure and customised to your requirements. 

Contact me today for a FREE quote.  
Appointments are made to fit your 
schedule.   

Call 07788 971584 or email 
frenchandrewp@live.com. 

www.andrewfrenchfencing.com 

Call 07788 971584 I Email frenchandrewp@live.com I www.andrewfrenchfencing.com

At Andrew French Fencing we build high quality decks,  
fences, gates, pergolas and more. 

Taizé Service
Sunday 30th March

11.00am
Mothering Sunday

St Mary’s Church, Lenham
Taizé – a service of songs,  
prayer and quiet meditation
All are welcome followed by tea, coffee and cake
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Book Review

Congratulations to our very own Country 
Market national award winners!

Sandra Woodfall, Lenham market 
manager says: ‘It is with great pride 
that we can announce our success at 

this year’s national Farm Retail Association 
Awards. 
At the ceremony in Birmingham on 12th 
March, Lenham Country Market were 
placed National Winner of the Farmers 
Market Category by the independent 
assessors from the Farm Retail 
Association.’*
Lenham Country Market also celebrates 
its 25th anniversary this year. We pride 
ourselves on having a lovely 
selection of variety of local, 
seasonal food and drink 
products and some craft stalls 
ranging from seasonal fruit and 
vegetables, fresh meats, fish 
and bread to cheeses, honey 
and garden plants. 
Every 2nd Sunday of the month 
you’ll find us in the wonderful 

village square ready to serve our valued 
customers. We are incredibly proud of 
achieving this prestigious award and hope 
that it demonstrates our commitment 
to top value and choice for our valued 
Lenham village customers.’
The next Lenham market is on Sunday 
13th April from 9am to 1pm in the 
village square. To contact  the market 
manager, Sandra Woodfall, ring her 
on 07775-736116 or email her on 
lenhamcountrymarket@gmail.com 
* The Farm Retail Awards celebrate the 

cream of the crop in the 
industry, showcasing an 
incredible array of farm 
retailers from the length and 
breadth of the UK. They 
are the only awards judged 
by fellow farm retailers and 
celebrate the best farm shops, 
farm cafés and restaurants, 
farmers’ markets and trade 
suppliers in the country.

Country Market Award Winners
©

 Vecteezy.com



Ring: Kentish Warm Roofs on 01634 789025
The granary, Greenway Court Road, Hollingbourne ME17 1QD



 

 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
CHAPEL FARM 

 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION  

 
At The 

LENHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
12 Groom Way, Lenham, ME17 2QT 

 
4.30pm – 8pm Thursday 3 April 2025 

 
 

Brett Aggregates Ltd is holding a public exhibition of its 
planning application proposals to extract building sand and 
to restore to agricultural after use, at a site between 
Lenham and Charing Heath, and adjacent Chapel Farm, 
off Lenham Heath Road, Kent. 
 
The exhibition is to be held at the Lenham Heath 
Community Centre in Lenham on the above date. 
 
The exhibition is open to all members of the public who 
wish to see the details of the proposals. 
 
For further information about this event please contact: 
 
Richard Ford – Brett Group 
Tel: 01227 829000 
Email: planningdepartment@brett.co.uk 
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• Tickets cost just £1 a week 

• Help give our fundraising a boost 

• Win up to £25,000 

PLAY NOW:  
SCAN THE QR CODE OR GO TO  
www.givinglottery.org.uk 

AND SEARCH FOR Lenham Nursery 
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Crafted with precision and care, we bring 
your ideas to life with expert woodwork 
for both style and function.  

GET IN TOUCH TODAY! 
07734 411600  
nbcarpentry2000@outlook.com

Specialists in bespoke storage solutions 
and custom garden structures

N B CARPENTRY N B CARPENTRY 

PRO
OF

Crafted with precision and care, we bring 
your ideas to life with expert woodwork 
for both style and function.  

GET IN TOUCH TODAY! 
07734 411600  
nbcarpentry2000@outlook.com

Specialists in bespoke storage solutions 
and custom garden structures

N B CARPENTRY N B CARPENTRY 

PRO
OF

Wrinkle reduction facial injections
Dermal filler treatment

Excessive armpit sweating 
treatments

By Local GP - Dr Andrew Reed
 BSc (Hons), MB BS, FRCGP,  
DRCOG, DFFP, RCPathME

Consultations and treatments within  
Len Valley Practice following  

15 years of experience
See www.northdownsclinic.co.uk  

for further details or email on 
enquiries@northdownsclinic.co.uk
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You will see regular updates on all the parish council’s activities  
in the Focus, our website and social media.

Parish Council news
Chair – Cllr John Britt

Sand extraction off Lenham  
Heath Road
You may have read in the local press recently 
that Kent County Council (KCC) is consulting 
on an aspect of the Kent Minerals Plan at a 
site in Lenham adjacent to Lenham Heath 
Road, south of the railway and between the 
solar park and the water treatment works. 
This site has long been earmarked for the 
extraction of fine sand once the existing sites 
in Charing and off Lenham Forstal Road are 
finished. That time has now come and KCC 
is formalising the details relating to the site 
ahead of works which are expected to begin 
in 2027. 
This date has slipped somewhat, so the 
impact of this slippage on the proposals by 
Homes England and Maidstone Borough 
Council (MBC) to create a so-called “Garden 
Community” at this site and others adjacent 
to it around Lenham Heath is 
currently unknown. 
Actually, much of the 
necessary detail relating to 
the “Heathlands” proposal 
remains unknown, in spite of 
MBC setting up “Stakeholder” 
groups to oversee getting to 
grips with the required elements – almost all 
of which are unavailable at the moment – but 
that’s a whole other article!
The plan for the new extraction site is that all 
the traffic will be directed over the existing 
railway bridge, in the northeast corner of the 
site, and then eastwards around a new road 
constructed in the adjacent field and out 
onto the A20 via a new exit close to Lenham 
Forstal Road. 

Lenham Parish Council sent its view to KCC 
emphasising that no HGV traffic should be 
directed along Lenham Heath Road or through 
the village. We are also concerned that, once 
completed, there are no plans to infill the 
space created by the extraction activity. The 
arrangement at the site off Lenham Forstal 
Road, operated by Brett’s, was supposed to 
return that area to a public country park. We 
understand due to the Heathlands proposal 
this reparation has now been abandoned.

East Lenham Farm,  
Old Ashford Road
East Lenham Farm, identified as Strategic 
Site 1 in the Lenham Neighbourhood Plan 
(LNP), will provide up to 100 houses, 40% 
of which will need to be designated as 
affordable under the current National Planning 
Policy Framework and confirmed during 
the review of the MBC Local Plan last year. 

The development will also 
provide an updated and 
much larger recreation area 
for use as football and other 
sports facilities as part of the 
agreement. 
This development, like many 

others across east Kent, 
has been held up by the issues identified 
as increasing the levels of pollution at the 
Stodmarsh nature reserve. Mitigation to 
address this is presently being discussed 
between the proposers and the Local 
Planning Authority in conjunction with 
Natural England. 
As set out in the LNP, this enlarged and better 
equipped recreation facility will release the 
land at William Pitt Field for housing (identified 

‘East Lenham Farm 
… will provide up to 

100 houses’
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as Strategic Site 6 in the LNP). After the 
new recreation ground adjacent to the 
new development at East Lenham is up 
and running, the parish council will hold a 
consultation regarding the best ideas to 
take forward development at William Pitt 
Field. This will accommodate around 60 
homes, although the parish council, which 
owns the site, has not yet decided on the 
type of dwellings it would prefer to see 
there. 
All the areas identified for housing within 
the Lenham Neighbourhood Plan are 
scheduled for delivery by the end of 2031.

… and finally
A brief update on the big projects we will be 
working on this year. 

• �Discussions continue with MBC to secure 
the additional funding from the pot it holds 
from CIL and S106 contributions for the 
new nursery; 

• �preliminary assessments are underway to 
provide the information that will be required 
to extend the car park at Maidstone Road 
ahead of a planning application later this 
year; 

• �you may have noticed work has been going 
on at the toilets in Maidstone Road. This is 
progressing well and the aim is to reopen 
these very soon.



The Arts Society Egerton
The Arts Society brings people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts

To find out more please visit: www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk or contact our 
Membership Secretary, Christine on cmwillis75@gmail.com or 01233 756377 

Jo Walton is a freelance lecturer 
for the National Gallery and was 
a volunteer guide at Tate Britain 
and Tate Modern.

Visitors are always very welcome 
at £6 (just turn up and pay on the 
door), refunded if you join.

We meet at Egerton Millennium Hall on the second Wednesday of each month  
(doors open from 2.00pm).  

Our next lecture will be:

Wednesday 9th April at 2.30pm:   

SO THEY DO COOK AFTER ALL!   
Ravilious, Bawden and the Great Bardfield artists

14

NEXT SESSION 17th April (1:30–3pm)  Lenham Community Centre   

EAR CARE SERVICES

HI Kent offers an ear health check and wax micro suction service in our centres 
carried out by a professionally trained and qualified Ear Care Practitioner. 
Appointments are available at our Maidstone centre on Fridays.  

Further dates for 2025 will be released soon. 

Ear health checks cost £10 & wax micro suction £50 (for one or both ears).

Contact us on 01227 760046 or email earcare@hikent.org.uk
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Tithe Barn Lenham
16 - 26 May - Pilgrims Way Artists Exhibition    

16 August - Twelfth Night - Changeling Theatre 
17 August - Wind In The Willows - Parkwood & Hazlitt Theatre  

29 - 31 August - Green Room Concerts Festival  
20 September - Barn Dance - Friends Of St Mary’s 

12 October - Apple Pressing Day - Lenham Meadows Trust
14 - 16 November - Mid Winter Market  

Available for venue hire during the summer 
07776 401405Tithe Barn Lenham tithebarnlenham
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The Way
at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

Friday April 11th   
Performance begins 19.30,  

doors open 19.00

Running time 2hrs 3 mins  

The award-winning The Way (PG 13, 
2010) kicks off our Spring and Summer 
programme. It is the remarkable and 
powerful story of a father who sets 
out on a mission that turns into a life 
changing experience. The excellent 
Martin Sheen plays Thomas Avery, who 
had set out to recover the body of his 
estranged son who had died on the 
ancient Camino de Santiago, but when 
he arrives, he comes to an enormous 
decision. Inexperienced walker though 
he is, he decides to make the same 
pilgrimage himself – and finish what his 

son had begun. There he meets other 
pilgrims with heartrending stories of 
their own; they are all seeking greater 
meaning to their lives. Martin Sheen’s 
real-life son Emilio Estevez wrote the 
film, directed and also plays the role 
of Avery’s son. The result is a truly 
memorable and moving film as we see 
how the pilgrimage is a life-changing 
experience for Thomas. 
Director: Emilio Estevez. 

Our film on 9th May is The Critic, which 
stars the wonderful Ian McKellen as 
vitriolic theatre reporter Jimmy Erskine 
in this brilliant thriller set in 1934.  

Admission: Adults £5, under 16s £2; 
cash only, card payments not accepted. 

  lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com    www.lenhamfilmclub.org   @lenhamfilmclub
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Book a table online at  
leeds-castle.com/restaurant or call 01622 767766

astle View Restaurant o�ers diners a 
relaxed atmosphere and spectacular 
views across the terrace of the near 900 

year old Leeds Castle beautifully lit at night.

You are welcome for drinks from 6pm and to 
take your seats for dinner from 6.30pm 
onwards. Parking is free and a ticket to Leeds 
Castle is not required.
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OSTEOPATH 
Helping relieve the symptoms of:


 

• Sciatica

• Arthritis

• Frozen shoulder

• Headaches

• Back/Hip/neck pain

• Fibromyalgia 

• Acute pain

• Chronic pain

• Nerve compression 


& more… 


MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 


Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist


 Appointments available until 8pm mid week

No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 


07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk
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The ‘Who'd A Thought It’…. 

is full of surprises. Tucked away in the sleepy Kent countryside, our boutique hotel is a hive 
of character, quirkiness and outrageous unconventionality. 

 

Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly 
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink. 

We offer classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of 
attention to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathoughtit.com to see the menus and 

our charming selection of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us. 

Special celebration meals and functions are our speciality and you can be assured of a 
great time and top-class service. 

Throughout JULY we have live music every Sunday afternoon. 

 

Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951 

E-Mail:joe@whodathoughtit.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, 

Nr Lenham, 

Kent, ME17 2AR 

 

 

The ‘Who'd A Thought It’…. 

is full of surprises. Tucked away in the sleepy Kent countryside, our boutique hotel is a hive 
of character, quirkiness and outrageous unconventionality. 

 

Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly 
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink. 

We offer classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of 
attention to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathoughtit.com to see the menus and 

our charming selection of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us. 

Special celebration meals and functions are our speciality and you can be assured of a 
great time and top-class service. 

Throughout JULY we have live music every Sunday afternoon. 

 

Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951 

E-Mail:joe@whodathoughtit.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, 

Nr Lenham, 

Kent, ME17 2AR 

Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly  
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink.

We offer classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of attention  
to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathoughtit.com to see the menus and our  

charming selection of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us.

Special celebration meals and functions are our speciality  
and you can be assured of a great time and top-class service.

Live music on our terrace from 25th May
Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking.

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951

Email: joe@whodathoughtit.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Grafty Green,
Nr Lenham, Kent, ME17 2AR

 

 

The ‘Who'd A Thought It’…. 

is full of surprises. Tucked away in the sleepy Kent countryside, our boutique hotel is a hive 
of character, quirkiness and outrageous unconventionality. 

 

Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly 
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink. 

We offer classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of 
attention to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathoughtit.com to see the menus and 

our charming selection of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us. 

Special celebration meals and functions are our speciality and you can be assured of a 
great time and top-class service. 

Throughout JULY we have live music every Sunday afternoon. 

 

Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951 

E-Mail:joe@whodathoughtit.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, 

Nr Lenham, 

Kent, ME17 2AR 

BOOK NOW FOR  
Good Fish Friday      

18TH APRIL
Extensive Fish Menu 

http://www.whodathoughtit.com


Find out more

Easter Trail 
and craft fair

Registered Charity No. 1039651

Demelza Kent, Sittingbourne, ME9 8DZ

Join us for our egg-citing

Stalls, children’s activities, 
refreshments and more

Tickets must be pre-booked

10am to 2.30pm

Free 
parking

12 & 13 
April

0300 365 3653
demelza.org.uk/
eastertrail
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Strengthen your body;  
find Inner Peace.

Tai Chi class at  
Lenham Community Centre. 
Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm.  

All welcome.
Classes also available in Maidstone.
Workshops and private tuition also 

available in my Studio in Biddenden.
For more information contact 
Theresa 07734 108683  

telisataichi@gmail.com
www.telisataichi.co.uk

SPARKLESSPARKLES
Domestic & CommercialDomestic & Commercial

Window cleaningWindow cleaning

ll    Conservatory CleaningConservatory Cleaning
ll    Fascia/Cladding Cleaning Fascia/Cladding Cleaning 

ll    Solar PanelsSolar Panels    

ll    Gutter Cleaning SystemGutter Cleaning System

Pure Hot Water  Pure Hot Water  
Fed Pole TechnologyFed Pole Technology

Tel: 07856 110682Tel: 07856 110682

Web: www.sparkles-kent.co.ukWeb: www.sparkles-kent.co.uk

www.facebook.com/sparkleskentwww.facebook.com/sparkleskent
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Helen Whately – MP

An update from your local MP,  
Helen Whately

Faversham and Mid Kent is under siege 
from development. This is the number 
one topic people raise with me at the 

moment. 
There are currently five large developments 
in the pipeline across Faversham and Mid 
Kent. If they all go ahead the number of 
people living here will increase by more 
than the population of Faversham. I don’t 
need to tell you that this will completely 
change the rural character of our area. 
Before the General Election I lobbied 
successfully to change national planning 
policy to focus development in cities and 
urban areas. The plan was to raise density 
levels in inner London to those of European 
cities like Paris and Barcelona, build more 
homes on brownfield land in urban areas 
and regenerate parts of Leeds, Liverpool 
and York. The new Government is reversing 
this. They have cut London’s housing 
targets, and they are pushing more housing 
into rural parts of the South East like Kent. 
I’ve always said I understand the need 
for more housing, and I know people 
need a roof over their head, but this 
scale of development in our countryside 
is something else altogether. Before 
Christmas I introduced a new Bill in 
Parliament which aims to protect high 
quality land for farming. It’s very hard for a 
Private Members Bill to become law, but if 
I succeed, it will stop large developments 
being built on Grade 1 agricultural land. 
We need our best farmland to be used for 
growing food, not houses.
In November, I was shocked when the 
Deputy Prime Minister took away Swale 
Borough Council’s power to decide 
whether the Highsted Park development 

(8,400 new homes) should go ahead. That 
happened literally hours before a meeting 
when local councillors intended to reject 
the application; instead, the decision will 
be made in Whitehall.
It’s hard to turn around the juggernaut 
of the UK Government, but there’s still a 
fight to be fought. We are lucky to have 
committed campaigners who have set 
up groups to do just that.  Four of the 
local groups are: Against Lidsing Garden 
Development, Save Our Heath Lands, 
Stop Winterbourne Fields and Stop 
Highsted Park Action Group. Apologies if I 
have missed campaign groups off this list 
– if so please do let me know.
With so much development coming 
locally, everyone is going to be affected. 
Even if there’s no new housing planned in 
your parish, all the roads are going to get 
busier, along with more demand for local 
public services like doctors and dentists. 
So can I urge you to get involved and 
support one of the local campaigns 
fighting these massive developments? 
You can find out more about them by 
searching online or check my website – 
www.helenwhately.org.uk for links.
Best wishes, Helen 
e: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 
t: 0207 219 6472
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Helen Whately
MP

Member of Parliament for  
Faversham and Mid Kent.

I work for you. If you have a problem you  
think I can help with, then please contact me.

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 6472

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

www.helenwhately.org.uk

Your local Estate Agent is close at hand 
in Our Charing Village Office

Looking To Sell or Let Your Property?
Experts with Experience of Selling Your Home

01233 713127
saddlersresidential.co.uk

Mick Claydon Carpentry

07565 036013

m.claydon@btinternet.com

carpentry

kitchen design

installation

garden rooms & decking

timber & laminate flooring

painting & decorating

shopfitting

general maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
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Treatments Include:
- Anti-Wrinkle
- Dermal Fillers
- Mesotherapy
- Microneedling
- Chemical Peels

For a free consultation contact us today

Available in Ashford Home Clinic or Mobile

To view our work visit aphrodite-aesthetics.co.uk

Hayley@aphrodite-aesthetics.co.ukHayley: 07742 144 841



YOUR 1ST CHOICE IN LENHAM VILLAGE

TRAVELLING ON HOLIDAY SOON?  
GOING ON A CRUISE? TRAVELLING ABROAD?

WE SERVE ALL UK AIRPORTS / SEAPORTS /  
DOCKS / CRUISES

LONDON PRIVATE HIRE / ALL SPORTING EVENTS 

SALOON / ESTATE CARS OR 8 SEATER MINIBUSES

PAY BY CASH/CREDIT CARD OR BANK TRANSFER

www.airportandcruisetransfers.co.uk Email: m.barrie1@btinternet.com 

TEL 01622 734552/ MOBILE 07901 521706 - Mark 

Contact Stephen Donnelly on
07739 514350 or 01892 579937
website: sjd-projects.com  
email: steve@sjd-projects.com

For regular updates, visit us at
      twitter.com/projects

WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LAND AND PROPERTY WITH DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Many of our clients retain our services and, in the majority of 
cases, pay our fees saving property owners significant costs.
Commercial buildings for residential conversion, former public houses, redundant 
buildings for redevelopment, buildings for conversion or replacement, houses 
for improvement, large sites on the edge of town, barn conversions, large 
gardens in residential areas and major regeneration projects.

PLOT OR NOT? If you think your land or property has development potential,
why not give us a call without obligation and in confidence.
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The newly forgotten pursuit of an ‘elitist subject’
By Sophie Racz, The Lenham School

Outrage is forecasted over the 
government’s decision to axe the 
‘Latin Excellence Programme’ (LEP) 

from non-selective state schools, leaving 
year 10 and year 11 students stranded 
midway through their GCSE course. The 
decision to abort funding is a disturbance 
to students, teachers and critics, with 
critics claiming Latin has now become 
‘exclusionary’. Although Latin has a certain 
reputation for being an ‘elitist subject’, it 
offers advantages. The Latin Excellence 
Programme gave state school students the 
opportunity to write, read and learn Latin in 
preparation for a GCSE qualification highly 
regarded by universities. 

A lost opportunity
Statistically, the funding supports 8,000 
pupils at 40 non–selective state schools. 
The lack of funding means Latin teachers 
will be unable to receive financial support 
and could be threatened with redundancy. 
Although the axe of the LEP is meant to plug 
a “£22 billion black hole in public finances”, 
the government’s effort overlooks the 
effects on England’s educational history and 
culture. The money will generate support 
in sectors such as the healthcare service, 
improving literacy and numeracy rates in 
underperforming schools, but will this money 
make a better difference, or an enormous 
loss? 60% of words in English stem from 
Latin. Latin helps us understand multiple 
subjects, including History, Classics, and the 
English Language; learning how Latin has 
influenced our culture, history, spoken and 
written word. 

Not all hope is futile
Hope is not completely lost for non-selective 
state schools. Notable figures have come 
forward to express their concern at the 
government’s ‘short-sighted decision’. 
Amongst them is award-winning historian 
Tom Holland, who is quoted as saying: “It 
cannot be right that Latin is taught in just 2.7 
percent of state schools, when it is taught in 
4.9 percent of private schools”. Some view 
this decision as an educational injustice. 
Petitions have sprung up online, urging the 
government to prevent disruption for pupils 
who are ready to sit their GCSE exams in 
just a few months. 

Our community
The government’s decision does not yet 
impact the Lenham School; our curriculum 
consists of two modern foreign languages, 
French and German. However, Latin 
contributes to form the French language with 
many words in French being traced to their 
Latin origins. One student from the Lenham 
School said: “I haven’t had much experience 
with Latin, but it sounds like a really 
interesting language. I like history, and I think 
Latin will engage my interest”. It is saddening 
to hear state schools like ours may never get 
the opportunity to learn Latin, but if events 
like this continue, then it must be asked if 
we are sacrificing our education just to help 
string together financial stability. 

“Qui totum vult totum perdit.”  
He who wants everything loses everything.”

‘Latin teachers will  
be unable to receive 
financial support’
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BOOKING FORM  -  ELVIS EVOLUTION 
Thursday 7th August 2025 

Name:………….…………...……...…….…….   Contact no……………………………... 
Address: ………….……………….……...……   
 …………………………………………...….…  No. seats:………  @ £80 each 
 …………………………………………….…...    
Email: ……………………………....………….   
         
Pick up point:……………………………...….     

 
Please make cheques payable to AJ & NM CARR LTD  
& send with booking form to: 
AJ & NM CARR LTD, Pivington Works, Pluckley,      
Kent. TN27 0PG. 01233 840651 
office@carrscoaches.co.uk   

 

 
 
 

 

Elvis Evolution is a brand new, first of      
its kind experience celebrating the life      
& work of Elvis Presley.  Cutting edge     
technology alongside live actors,            
musicians, mind blowing music, lets       
you relive the King’s iconic moments.            
At Immerse LDN at London’s Excel     
Waterfront, a high energy, high tech    
homage that promises to be an                
unforgettable event, where you can       
walk in Elvis’ blue suede shoes. 

The walk through immersive experience 
has some seated scenes & themed bars, giving you a multi-sensory journey through    
Elvis’ rags to riches story. You can buy food & drink in the 1960’s diner at the Blue    
Hawaii Bar.  You’ll finish your experience in the ‘All Shook Up’ after party bar      
where the music continues on.  Our tickets are for the 13.00 start, the experience    
lasts approx. 2 hours, plus 1 hour for the ‘All Shook Up’ after party.                                                                                                                 

Pick Up Points: Carrs Yard Pluckley 10.30, Lenham Dog & Bear 
10.45,   The Rose, Bearsted 11.00 

AJ & NM CARR LTD 
ELVIS EVOLUTION 

Thursday 7th August 2025 
£80 per person—Ticket & return coach travel                                                                                                 

BOOK BY 24TH APRIL 



 enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org  www.lenhammeadowstrust.org    @LenhamMeadows

Please email us if you’d like to know more about the Trust or to join our mailing list. 
Follow us on social media for the latest news, details of events and photos of our projects

All appointed volunteers would ideally attend the monthly management meetings and 
participate in the Trust’s discussions and decisions.

For a ‘without commitment’ more detailed explanation of the various roles, including  
the approximate time likely to be needed for each of the posts, please contact the  
Trust’s Chairman, Danny Matthews, either by phone on 07831-308267 or by email at  
chairman@lenhammeadowstrust.org.

Lenham Meadows Trust needs your help!
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The Trust carries out vital work 
in the community to protect, 
preserve and maintain the open 

land in and around Lenham. The Trust 
is run by volunteers and we need your 
help to fill a number of roles currently 
available. These include: 

Volunteer Coordinator
To liaise closely with the team and 
to make contact with those on our 
volunteer list to ensure maximum 
turn out for events.

Events Manager
Arranging and coordinating fund raising 
events, talks, walks and open days, etc.

Trust Secretary
This role would include taking minutes for 
both the management team and trustees 
meetings, confirming times, distributing 
agendas and copying minutes containing 
action and decisions to the Trust team.

Membership Secretary
To manage and maintain the Trust’s membership list 
(i.e. ‘Friends of Lenham Meadows Trust’) - including 
issuing renewal notices and new membership packs, 
liaising with the finance secretary as necessary. Also 
to consider options and initiatives to encourage an 
expanded membership.

Social Media Administrator
Role would include monitoring and 
updating social media outlets and 
posting regular newsworthy items 
relevant to the trust.
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Book Review from the Lenham Library:
‘Absent in the Spring’ by Mary Westmacott

Many people, 
both young 
and old, give up 

their free time to work on 
projects that benefit the 
community or support a 
local charity. The book 
this month, The Volunteers 
by Carol Donaldson, 
celebrates the work of 
these unsung heroes. This 
book describes how Carol, 
suddenly single and jobless 
in her thirties, stumbles 
upon an unexpected 
opportunity to lead a team 
of countryside conservation 
volunteers ranging from 
twenty somethings with 
Community Service Orders to seventy-year-
olds with a wealth of practical experience.

At first Carol relishes the prospect of 
nurturing Britain’s wildlife with like-minded 
people; but the reality is a tumbledown office 
overrun with vermin, mould and a collapsing 
leaky roof, a belligerent boss and a long 
commute to work. To cap it all, the volunteers 
are far from impressed with their leader’s 
lack of practical skills in erecting a kissing 
gate, but despite a rocky start the author 
gradually earns the respect of the group and 
a possible romance even develops along the 
riverbank amidst the brambles and nettles 
with a Community Service volunteer.

The diverse group hopes to get something 
out of volunteering, whether it’s a sense 
of purpose, giving back to the community 
or just a fresh start in life. A report by the 
Joseph Rowntree foundation in 2005 
advocated for phased retirement schemes, 
in which people approaching retirement took 

time off during the working 
week to try out different 
forms of volunteering with a 
wide range of organisations. 
Often many people would 
have liked a job outside and 
using their practical skills, 
but were constrained by 
the need to earn higher 
salaries. The group bonds 
over their love of nature 
amidst illness, mental 
health issues and the 
desire for acceptance and 
companionship. There 
is growing evidence that 
social prescribing in 
the form of gardening, 

singing and community work 
can have a positive impact on people’s 
mental health and reduce the amount of time 
spent at the doctors.  Carol herself begins to 
find solace with her diverse group and can 
move on with her life and eventually write her 
first book.

This is a heart-warming book about the 
healing effects of nature and working 
together for a common cause. As Carol 
states “We all need something, don’t we? 
Whether you are 21 or 79 we all need the 
same things. Friends, support, acceptance, 
a sense of belonging, a feeling of purpose.”

Carol Donaldson is a writer and 
conservationist originally from Essex. She 
has worked for many of Britain’s wildlife 
charities. Her love of nature shines through 
in her books with her descriptions of leafy 
lanes and meadows covered in flowers and 
a hot mass of butterflies. The author now 
lives in Kent and enjoys wild swimming and 
cycling as well as volunteering.

Book Review
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GDC School of Dancing 
Lenham Dance Studios 

Follow us: 
Twitter@GDCdancing 

Facebook/GDCSchoolofDancing 
www.gdcschoolofdancing.co.uk 

8 Faversham Road 
Lenham 

Kent 
ME17 2PN  

 
Tel: 01622 850 800 

Mob: 07831 718 628 

BALLROOM & LATIN CLASSES 

WEEKLY GROUP CLASSES £5/person 

 

Monday 

5.45 - 6.45 : Children’s Ballroom  & Latin (8-16yrs) 

7.30 - 8.15 : Adult’s Ballroom  & Latin (Beginners) 

8.15 - 9.00 : Adult’s Ballroom & Latin (Intermediate) 

Wednesday 

4.30 - 5.15 : Under 8’s Ballroom  & Latin (4-8yrs) 

 

PLUS 

Wednesday Zumba Classes £5/person 

8.15 - 9.00 : Zumba Fitness (12yrs+ only) 
 

Private lessons also available for individuals and couples, 
please contact the Studio for more information 

The Brown Barn, 
Bull Hill, 
Lenham Heath, 
Kent, ME17 2JA 
(Off the A20)

l  Treatments & Consultations
l  Children’s Chiropody
l  �Corns, Callouses & Hard 

Skin Removal
l  �Diabetic Foot Care
l  �Fungal Treatment
l  �Ingrowing Toe Nails / Toe 

Nail Problems
l  �Verruca Treatment

01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk

PERGOLA SALE UP TO £1000 OFF PERGOLAS



Climate Change

Climate Change is Happening
Pat Crawford provides the rural focus press group comment and advice column

Simultaneous to 
increasing concern 
about climate 

change, many governments 
around the world are 
making worryingly negative 
decisions. Despite the 
horrifying fires that tore 
through Los Angeles last 
year, thousands of fire-fighters employed 
by the USA Forest Service have been given 
termination letters as part of Mr Trump’s  
cost-cutting exercise.  

The numbers of ‘extreme weather’ events, 
including heatwaves and storms, are 
increasing globally as a result of which 
farmers around the world can no longer rely 
on regular weather patterns. It’s easy to take 
our own farmers for granted but we need 
to pause and reflect on their importance to 
UK food security.  Currently they produce a 
little over 60% of the food consumed in this 
country; the remainder is imported including a 
substantial proportion from countries already 
suffering serious issues related to climate 
change.  We need to value the work of our 
farmers now, not leave support until we have 
a food crisis.

Seven trillion tons of ice has been lost in the 
world’s glaciers since the year 2000.  The loss 
continues at an alarming rate.

The UK government has announced it will 
grant new licences for oil and gas exploration 
in the North Sea with the intentions of 
safeguarding energy 
supplies. At the same time 
the government emphasises 
the need for low carbon 
technologies. Governments 
around the world are 
challenged by balancing the 
nation’s economy while at the 

same time imposing 
carbon-reduction 
policies.

The UK’s Change 
Committee, set up in 
2008 under the Climate 
Change Act, advises by 
2040 we must reduce 
carbon emissions by 

87% compared to 1990 levels. The University 
of Sussex is introducing a climate-related 
degree course that will commence in 2026.

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and the 
Department Of Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra) are investing £15million as part 
of the Maximising UK Adaptation to Climate 
Change programme which consists of two 
strands; a climate change adaptation hub, 
coordination and translation plus six research 
projects delivering new transdisciplinary 
knowledge for UK climate adaptation.

The UK Met Office sums up the ways in 
which climate change can influence systems 
(colloquially ‘the weather’) as follows; changes 
in the hydrological cycle; warmer land and air; 
warming oceans; melting sea ice and glaciers; 
rising sea levels; ocean acidification; global 
greening; changes in ocean currents; more 
extreme weather; risk to water supplies. 

The Met lists potential impacts (some of 
which we are already experiencing): conflict 
and climate migrants; localised flooding; 
flooding of coastal regions; damage to 
marine ecosystems; fisheries failing; loss of 

biodiversity; change in 
seasonality; heat stress; 
expansion of habitable 
region of pests; forest 
mortality and increased 
risk of fires; damage 
to infrastructure; food 
insecurity.
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‘Seven trillion tons 
of ice has been lost in 

the world’s glaciers 
since the year 2000.’  
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Have you heard?

Tel:  07498 852 708
Email:  hello@kentwaxremoval.com
Website:  www.kentwaxremoval.com

Kent Wax Removal

have arrived in Lenham
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Lenham Surgery Tel: 858341
Mondays to Fridays 8:30am-
6:30pm. Closed 1-2pm
Dispensary 8:30am-6:30pm
Closed 12:30-2pm

Urgent matters out of hours 
telephone. 0845 1450121 (6-
6.30pm only) IC24. 111 (from 
6.30pm) 

Welcome to Tivoli Blinds 
We are a small family run business 
based in Kent. We offer a FREE home 
measuring service and bespoke 
made-to-measure blinds   for your 
home or office.
Our prices include fitting as 
standard by our expert installation 
team. Whether you’re looking for 
something traditional, stylish or 
bold, you’ll find exactly what you are 
looking for with us. 
With free samples available on 
request and low prices guaranteed, 
there really is no need to go anywhere 
else than Tivoli Blinds! 

Contact us:  
Email: info@tivoli-blinds.co.uk 
Tel: 07906 794273

Visit: www.tivoli-blinds.co.uk

QUOTE FOCUS FOR 5% OFF  
ENTIRE ORDER



The Pilgrims Way Art group are preparing for their annual summer exhibition in May,  
to be held in the Tithe Barn. As a ‘taster’, here are just a few of the spectacular 

examples from the artists who will be showing their work.

More details and further illustrations will follow in next month’s Focus.

Pilgrims Way Artists

36
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Uncomplicated, trustworthy 
and confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

NEXT MARKET 
Sunday 13 April

Fresh Local Produce Sold 
Direct by the Producer

Lenham Country 
Market

E: lenhamcountrymarket@gmail.com

MORE CHOICE*MORE STALLS 
*MORE QUALITY*

Lenham Square 9 am – 1 pm

MARKET MANAGER 
Sandra Woodfall  
07775 736116



01622 880031
.enquire@shedsandshelters.co.uk

ME17 2DS

DDeessiiggnn  YYoouurr  OOwwnn  BBuuiillddiinngg

All Buildings are individually designed/and 
tailored to your specification.  No two buildings 
are the same. Whether it’s a small tool-store or a 

Garden Room our prices are extremely 
competitive.  

Please also note that customers who live in Lenham can have a 10% 
discount on all orders. Contact us or visit our factory in Lenham, we have a 
number of buildings on display and we are happy to talk through and help 

you ….
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Afsaneh’s Foot Clinic
Registered Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Afsaneh Smith MCFHP MAFHP

• Ingrowing Toe Nails

• Corns, Callouses & Hard Skin Removal

• Verruca Treatment

• Fungal Treatment

• Diabetic Foot Care

• Acupuncture & Cupping

• Home Visits Available

Telephone
07506 376 264
01622 853 640

Email - afsaneh_motamedi@yahoo.com
Hubbard’s Farm, Lenham Heath, Maidstone ME17 2BX

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

n Full landscape and design service n Pond and lake construction n Hedge cutting n Winter tidy ups 
n Garden, scrub and woodland clearance n Decking and pergolas n Turng n Seeding n All types of fencing  

n Paddock maintenance n Driveways n Full maintenance and grass cutting n Paths n Jet Washing n Retaining walls 
n Chipper hire (with operator) n Specialists in post and rail installation n Land based contractors 

email: landandlandscaping@gmail.com  www.landandlandscaping.co.uk

24/7  
CALL OUT 

SMALL 
PROJECTS 
CATERED  

FOR
Land & Landscaping

Landscape and Garden Contractors

L L

● PRUNING & FELLING
● CROWN LIFTING & THINNING

● AWKWARD ACCESS

● STUMP GRINDING
● DEAD & DANGEROUS TREES
● TALL HEDGE REDUCTIONS

● COMMERCIAL GRASS CUTTING
● ALL TYPES OF IVY REMOVAL

● ASH DIEBACK

Call us today on 01795 899246

YOUR GARDEN TRANSFORMATION COMPANY

TOM &  
JANETTA SAMS 

Borough  
Councillor

If we can help you with any matter 
relating to the Borough please 

contact us on 01622 859412 
or 07496 105588
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We have 2 flats 
available within 
the grounds of 
the home with 
24 hour care 

and all  
care-home 
amenities 
included.

www.simplymowerservicing.co.uk 

We service your ride on mower

AT YOUR HOME.
1.Scan the QR code
2.Select a date & time
3.We come to you & get it done
And you get straight back 
to mowing your lawn. 

07384
706699

Scan to book or 
book online
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Lenham Gardening Society From Margaret Baines

This month’s meeting is on  
17th April at 7.30pm in the 
Community Centre  
Nigel Gibson is coming to talk on ‘Late Flowering 
Perennials/Grasses’.

The competition will be for 3 tulips and/or 3 Easter 
cup cakes.

All are welcome to the meetings except in February, 
July and November which are for members only.  
Members pay £1 entrance with non-members 
paying £1.50. Annual subscription is £7 per person.  

Tea/coffee and biscuits are available in the interval 
and a raffle held before the evening’s close.

For further information: Email: gardenlenham@gmail.com Tel: 07917401228

Visit Westwell vineyard + winery
this spring for:

Award Winning Wines
Shop + Bar
Guided Wine Tastings
Pizza Fridays (from April 4)
Monthly Supper Clubs
Produce Markets
Creative Workshops
+More

Visit our website to see what
we have planned - we’re only
12 minutes from Lenham.

The Vyneyarde, Westwell Lane
Charing, KENT, TN27 0BW

westwellwines.com



Contact Details For Local Groups
Badminton	 Alan Williamson	 01622-858763
Badminton Club Feathers	 Geoff Lord	 07794-488331
Borough Councillors	 Tom & Janetta Sams	 01622-859412 / 0789-1901831
Bowling Club	 Lyn Fuller	 01622-851538
Bridge Club	 Keith Rylands	 01622-891964
Brownies (2nd Lenham)	 Andrea French	 01622-851646
Cat Protection 	 Mid-Kent Branch	 0345-3712758
Church Office	 Sarah Hills	 01622-850604
Dog Warden (Louise Duke)	 Community Protec’n	 01622-602117
Drama	 Gail Kelly	 01622-850671
Friends of St Mary’s Church	 Andrew Barr	 enquiries@friendsofstmaryslenham.org 
Gardening Society	 Margaret Baines	 01622-431649
Guides (1st Lenham)	 Jo Homes 	 07887-877814
Ham Lane Allotment Association	 Doug Matthews	 01622-297692
HAMS Productions	 David Penny	 07731-455677
Harrietsham & Lenham Beavers	 Duncan Keenan	 07768-926654
Harrietsham & Lenham Cubs	 Mrs A Seales	 01622-859829
Hub Club	 Nina Kent	  01622-851970
KCC for Maidstone Rural East	 Shellina Prendergast	 Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk 
Kent Highway Services	 Roads, paths etc.	 03000-418181
Kent Wildlife Trust		  01622-662012
Lenham Country Market	 Sandra Woodfall	 07775-736116
Lenham Community Centre	 Carol Higgins	 01622-853800 (am)
Lenham Cricket Club	 Alex Gray	 07760-132803
Lenham Film Club	 Danny Coorsh	 lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com 
Lenham Heath Memorial Hall	 Rosemarie Pomeroy	 07572-911396
Lenham Heritage Society	 Henny Shotter	 01622-851355
Lenham Lifts scheme	 Phil Hollier	 01622-859154 / 07542 625277
Lenham Meadows Trust	 Danny Matthews	 enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org 
Lenham Nursery	 Sarah Siddens	 07967 128056 
Lenham Parish Council	 Lisa Westcott	 01622-829034 (M-F  9am-1pm)  
			   clerk@lenhamparishcouncil.org.uk
Lenham Quilters & Stitchers	 Pamela Gillard	 01233-879507
Lenham Social Club	 Sue Neaves	 01622-532409
Lenham Toddlers Group	 Irene Hine	 01622-858919
Lenham Wanderers FC	 Anna  Russell	 07747-844785
Len Valley FC	 Paul Hewish	 07795-324062
Len Valley Health Walks	 Jan Enever	 01622-851623
Len Valley Practice	 GP surgery	 01622-858341 / 859204
Member of Parliament	 Helen Whately	 helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 
Mothers’ Union	 Mrs J Thomsett	 01622-947938
Patient Participation Group	 Teresa New	 01622-858341
Pilates Classes	 Vivien Elcomb	 01622-853887
Redback Explorer Scouts	 Mark Horlock	 redbackesu@hotmail.com
St Edmunds; Platts Heath	 Kate Stansfield	 07500-895831
Save Our Heathlands (SOHL)	 Kate Hammond	 07925-606236
Sing & Shake / Make & Shake	 Steph Richardson	 07894-160906
Vicar	 Rev Dr. John Huggins	 01622-850280
Wellbeing Community Group	 Ellie Stevens	 07952-594655 / (Vladimir 07877-143088)
Women’s Institute	 Chris Godden	 01622-858658
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Lenham Community Centre – Regular 
Clubs/Classes/Societies – April 2025

ACTIVITY	 TIME	 DAY	 CONTACT NO
Abundant Energy Tai Chi weekly 	 0930-1030 	 Monday 	 07985 001782
Abundant Energy Qigong weekly 	 1045-1145 	 Monday 	 07985 001782
Country Ways Knitting 2nd Monday 	 1330-1630 	 Monday 	 01622 858658
Country Ways Quilting 1st & 3rd Tuesday 	 1330-1630 	 Tuesday 	 01233 879507
Country Ways Rugmaking 2nd & last Wednesday 	 0900-1300 	 Wednesday 	 07784 892160
Feathers Badminton weekly 	 2000-2200 	 Monday 	 07984 948524
Gardening Society 3rd Thursday 	 1845-2200 	 Thursday 	 01622 430649
Hatha Yoga weekly 	 1815-1945 	 Monday 	 07850 355918
Kent School of Bridge weekly 	 1330-1730 	 Thursday 	 01622 891964
LenARA Bowling weekly 	 1330-1700 	 Tuesday 	 01622 858439
LenARA Line Dancing weekly 	 1900-2115 	 Wednesday 	 01622 859725
LenARA Members 4th Wednesday	 1230-1700 	 Wednesday 	 01622 851763
LenARA Petanque – weather permitting 	 0900-1300	 Thursday 	 01622 858439
LenARA Zumba Gold weekly 	 0900-1030 	 Wednesday 	 01622 850228
Lenham Art Group weekly 	 1000-1300 	 Thursday 	 01622 858238
Lenham Badminton weekly 	 2000-2200 	 Tuesday 	 01622 858561
Lenham Ballet School weekly 	 1700-2030 	 Monday 	 07866 316056
Lenham Ballet School weekly 	 1700-2030 	 Tuesday 	 07866 316056
Lenham Ballet School weekly 	 1630-2100 	 Thursday 	 07866 316056
Lenham Ballet School weekly 	 0930-2130 	 Friday 	 07866 316056
Lenham Ballet School weekly 	 0900-1530 	 Saturday 	 07866 316056
Lenham Heritage 4th Thursday 	 1900-2130 	 Thursday 	 01622 850228
Lenham Meadows Trust 4th Thursday 	 1800-2300 	 Thursday 	 01622 851291
Lenham Toddlers (Pre-school) weekly 	 0930-1130 	 Tuesday 	 01622 858919
Lenham WI 2nd Thursday 	 1845-2200 	 Thursday 	 01622 858658
Make & Shake (Pre-school) weekly 	 1030-1300 	 Wednesday 	 07894 160906
Parish Council 1st Wednesday 	 1930-2230 	 Wednesday 	 01622 829034
Parish Council F & G P 3rd Wednesday 	 1930-2200 	 Wednesday 	 01622 829034
Parish Council Planning 1st Monday 	 930-2200 	 Monday 	 01622 829034
Pathways Church 1st & 3rd Sunday 	 0830-1330 	 Sunday 	 01622 850266
Pilates weekly 	 0900-1100 	 Tuesday	 07495 481726
Sing & Shake (Pre school) weekly 	 0930-1300 	 Monday 	 07894 160906
Telisa Tai Chi weekly 	 1730-1830 	 Wednesday 	 07734 108683
Zumba with Rosie weekly 	 1830-1930 	 Tuesday 	 07809 490982

PLEASE CONTACT ORGANISERS DIRECT FOR UP-TO-DATE TIMES/DATES AND INFORMATION
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COUNTRY CLOTHING • FOOTWEAR •ACCESSORIES 
Come visit us in store for a warm, friendly welcome, 

stocking all your needs for outdoor pursuits 
Our store is open 5 days a week, visit us at 

 
IN THE COUNTRY 

ASHFORD ROAD, BADLESMERE KENT ME13 0NX 
Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm 

01233 742700 
inthecountrykent.co.uk www.inthecountrykent.co.uk 
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HOTE L S

B U I L T  F O R  P L E A S U R E

Sandway, Lenham, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2BE
01622 859803  |  handpickedhotels.co.uk/chilstonpark

Embrace the summer months ahead and dine alfresco on the 

Culpeper’s Terrace.

With stunning views over the serene lakes and beautifully landscaped 

gardens, it’s the perfect spot to unwind and enjoy a leisurely lunch 

surrounded by the peaceful countryside.

Why not indulge in a delightful afternoon tea in the open air, too?

 Lunch: 12pm - 2:30pm daily

Afternoon Tea: 2:30pm - 5pm daily

Join us soon for a truly relaxing experience!

ALFRESCO DINING

CHILSTON PARK
HOTEL

LENHAM, KENT



Live lessons delivered online
Small groups - up to 6 students ONLY!
Individual support with customised lessons for each student’s needs
Comprehensive feedback and plentiful support
Fully qualified, highly experienced teachers with +20 years
experience in the classroom, DBS checked.
English, Maths and Science lessons
Comprehensive learning packages for Key Stages 2, 3 and 4.
Study one, two or a full core range of subjects - English, Maths
and Science. Individual packages also available.
Optional subjects available through self study.
Build your child’s confidence and academic performance

+44 7487 304927
+44 7415 191389

Considering 
Homeschooling 

or 
Tuition? 

www.rdhomeschool.com
contact@rdhomeschool.com
@rdhomeschool

Now registering students
in Year 5 to year 11
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The Hambly family of Lenham 
– Part 4 

The final episode covering the generations of the Hamblys; 
serialised for Focus by Chris Allen

Chris Allen, son of Marguerite (nee 
Hambly), was born in Lenham at the 
closing stages of World War II. He 

has lived all his life in Lenham and during 
those 80 years has seen many changes to 
the village. 

‘We lived at 68 High Street and I 
remember very well when Honywood 
Road was under construction, the trench 
for the main drainage collapsed burying 
three men. They managed to get two of 
them out alive but unfortunately the third 
died. The grief-stricken relatives walked 
past our house. I also remember the 
milkman, Bob Ambrose, who would walk 
round the village with a milk churn, ladling 
the milk into jugs and leaving them at the 
front doors.

In these early days following the war the 
mind of every person was very much 

occupied in finding enough food to feed the 
family. People would take any job to earn a 
few shillings to buy the essentials and any 
second-hand furniture was very sought 
after. Shopping was not a case of choosing 
what you wanted but being pleased to have 
whatever was available and within budget. 
Just about everything was rationed.

My mother worked mainly on the land. 
I remember her picking up potatoes at 
Court Lodge Farm and loading them onto a 
horse and cart. She later became a school 
dinner lady and finally a shop assistant 
in the chemists. It is difficult to believe 
today but people would go to her with their 
symptoms and she would advise on what 
to take based totally on what was written 
on the package. Even today there are 
people who remember her advice.

Chris shares his 
experiences of living 

in Lenham

Chris & Julia’s wedding
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I became an apprentice instrument 
mechanic at Aylesford Paper Mills 
and, although the UK Paper Industry 
collapsed, it set me on a sound footing 
for the rest of my working life. It was 
at work where I met my wife Julia and 
we bought a house in Lenham Square 
which we renovated before marrying the 
following year. 

Our first daughter Louise was born in the 
Square; we then moved to Lenham Heath 
where our second daughter Catherine 
was born.  

She read maths at St Andrews University 
where she won a place on the “Deans 
List”. She is married to John Tait and 
they have one daughter Chloe. Catherine 
works in Edinburgh for the Standard Life 
Group. 

The life of Louise was featured in Focus 
November 2024: ‘Gold Medals for 
Lenham’s Rowing Champion.’

Julia was deeply involved in building the 
Community Centre and continues with 
the day-to-day running where she serves 
as the deputy chair. With the children 
gone, we moved back to the centre of 
Lenham in 2021 and hopefully will remain 
here for the rest of our lives. 

There is one last member of the family 
who is the most widely known in 
Lenham, Timmy the dog. 

PAINT NATION AUTOSPRAY LTD 

Chegworth Lane, Harrietsham, Maidstone, ME17 1DE 

T: 01622 933939  M: 07830 323233 

FREE ESTIMATING, INSURANCE WARRANTY REPAIRS,  

END OF LEASE ADVICE AND QUOTES, COLOUR CODING. 

WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND EXPERT GUIDE FOR ANY REPAIRS. 

COLLECTION / DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 

EMAIL:  INFO@PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 

WEB:    WWW.PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 

PAINT NATION AUTOSPRAY LTD 

Chegworth Lane, Harrietsham, Maidstone, ME17 1DE 

T: 01622 933939  M: 07830 323233 

FREE ESTIMATING, INSURANCE WARRANTY REPAIRS,  

END OF LEASE ADVICE AND QUOTES, COLOUR CODING. 

WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND EXPERT GUIDE FOR ANY REPAIRS. 

COLLECTION / DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 

EMAIL:  INFO@PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 

WEB:    WWW.PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 
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(To all our wonderful supporters) 

Over the years, HAMS Productions 
has strived to bring joy to 
the community, and we are 

committed to continuing this tradition for 
many years to come. We firmly believe 
in the numerous positive aspects of 
community theatre. It introduces children 
and young people to the enchanting 
world of live theatre, offering an emotional 
depth and joy that often surpasses that 
of movies. Theatre can be emotionally 
fulfilling and healing for the audience, and 
it has the power to bring a community 
closer together. This is our belief and aim.

But we want to offer even more. HAMS 
Productions invites you to join us and 
experience the wonders that theatre 
can offer, both on stage and behind the 
scenes. There are countless wonders to 
discover. We aim to bring more plays to 
life, but we need you wonderful people 
with yet-to-be-recognised acting talents 
or stage and theatre management skills. 
Together, we can explore new, amazing 
worlds and share them with others.	

A Big Hello from  
HAMS Productions!

Throughout the year, we hold acting 
workshops. Just come along and give 
it a try. It’s not as scary as it seems—
certainly less daunting than public 
speaking—and it’s beneficial on so many 
levels. So, don’t hold back. Come and 
join us.

For more information, visit our website: 
http://hamsproductions.org/, Facebook 
or TikTok pages or call  
07909 846885 or 07877 143088.

Scan me to  
visit our  
Facebook page

Scan me to  
visit our  
website

Fast, reliable, efficient service
Collect/delivery or in-house

Call: 07359-786422 for a quote or
email: jojeffrey20@gmail.com



The Best Kebab in Maidstone

Home Delivery  
(min order £30)

Enjoy our quick ordering system 
& get express delivery  

at your door.

53 Sandling Rd, Maidstone ME14 2RH

Opening Hours 

Tuesday – Thursday 16:00 – 22:00    
Friday and Saturday 11:00 – 14:00, 16:00 – 24:00  
Sunday 11:30 – 24:00

Free bottle of Hammonds Burger 
Sauce for orders over £35

• �RING  01622 – 686844 

• �ORDER ONLINE  
https://alfiesfishbarandkebab.co.uk/
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How do we  
process emotions?

52

Simple Wellbeing: Processing Emotions 
By Vladimir Barkanov

In the previous article, I raised the 
question of the importance of emotions 
and promised to discuss the topic of 

processing emotions. But what does  
that mean?

“Processing emotions is about learning to 
understand, make sense of, and deal with 
emotions in healthy, productive ways.” 
(Counselling and Therapy Online.)

The truth is that feeling emotions is not 
easy and we often try to avoid doing 
so. We may even suppress positive 
emotions, which can feel overwhelming. 
As for negative emotions... who in their 
right mind would want to feel those? But 
it is important. Why?

Recently, I had the pleasure of seeing 
a performance by Jasmin Vardimon 
Dance Theatre called “Pinocchio”. In it, 
the narrator said something interesting: 
“Finally, Pinocchio understood that to be 
human means to FEEL. To feel joy, to feel 
happiness, to feel fear, to feel pain…”

I found these words very profound. 
Feeling the full range of emotions, 
understanding them, makes us human, 
makes us feel alive, and makes our lives 
worth living. The deeper we can feel, 
the deeper our life will be. 

Processing emotions helps our emotional 
growth and can completely transform our 
lives. So, how do we process emotions?

First step – allow yourself to feel. Even 
if an emotion is strong and threatens to 
overwhelm you, let yourself feel it fully. 
Do not shrink away or pull back. Then, 
allow it to run its course. Do not rush it, 
but also don’t try to “stretch” it. Emotions 
often come in waves. They crash into you, 
roll over you, and then roll away. There is 
something wonderful in every part of this 
process, which can be missed if you try to 
apply any force to it.

When an emotion is positive, we may 
want it to last forever, but it won’t, and 
that’s okay. There is so much to feel that 
we don’t need to cling to every positive 
feeling as if it is our last. Once an emotion 
has run its course, we may experience 
inner renewal, a deeper understanding 
of what life means, and a better, albeit 
not intellectualized, understanding of 
ourselves. 

As I mentioned above, it is not easy to 
feel and process emotions, even positive 
ones. Why might we try to shrink away 
from it? Because it can make us laugh, 
gasp, exclaim, or even cry with happiness 
in public, which, for some reason, we may 
find embarrassing. But negative emotions 
bring an even harder challenge. We will 
talk about that next time.



2 0 2 5  A U C T I O N  D A T E S

14th & 15th 
F E B R U A R Y

Entry deadline 20th December

 11th & 12th
A P R I L

Entry deadline 7th March
 

6th & 7th
J U N E

Entry deadline 2nd May

 1st & 2nd
A U G U S T

Entry deadline 27th June
 

3rd & 4th
O C TO B E R

Entry deadline 29th August

 28th & 29th
N O V E M B E R

Entry deadline 24th October 

Have something to sell?
From watches, jewellery, cameras, art and antiques to  

20th Century collectibles, The Canterbury Auction Galleries  
has a strong track record in achieving worldwide saleroom prices. 

Contact us today for a free valuation
Telephone 01227 763337  Email general@tcag.co.uk Visit thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com

Auctioneers of the rare, the collectible and the exceptional

The Canterbury Auction Galleries
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS SINCE 1911

Lenham Focus - TCAG.indd   1Lenham Focus - TCAG.indd   1 21/11/2024   11:4621/11/2024   11:46



gnkdesign@hotmail.co.uk
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Recipe of the Month
Ham Rosnaree -  
An Irish Recipe

Ingredients:
2oz butter
flour
2 tbspns honey			 
1 glass whiskey
½ cup cream		
1 egg yolk
1 diced cooking apple		
4 slices of raw ham
½ cup of brown sauce
dry mashed potato

Method: 
Cook the potatoes in salted water until 
soft, drain and keep warm. Flour the ham 
slices and cook in the butter, when cooked 
pour in the whiskey and allow the latter 
to flame.  Remove the ham and cook the 
diced apple.  Add the honey and brown 
sauce and blend in cream, return the ham 
to this sauce. Mash the potatoes and beat 
the egg yolk into them.  Put the potatoes 
into a flameproof dish and colour under 
the grill. Put the ham in a dish and cover 
with the sauce.
NB.  It should be explained that an Irish 
glass of whiskey is more than the quantity 
of an English double measure. Professor 
Harrison found that the recipe is improved 
if the ham is allowed to soak in water for 
several hours before cooking and dried 
before use. No salt is needed and so the 
recipe does not mention it.  The kind of 
potato described goes admirably with 
the ham and its sauce and he serves it 
separately after browning the top.

Professor W. Harrison
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Lenham Surgery Tel: 858341
Mondays to Fridays 8:30am-
6:30pm. Closed 1-2pm
Dispensary 8:30am-6:30pm
Closed 12:30-2pm

Urgent matters out of hours 
telephone. 0845 1450121 (6-
6.30pm only) IC24. 111 (from 
6.30pm) 
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Kent’s leading supplier of premium caravans since 1948 
 

Situated in the heart of Kent, we stock the very best new and recent used 
touring caravans. Whether you are looking to buy a new Bailey or Coachman, 
or one of our immaculately prepared and warrantied pre-owned caravans, we 

are confident we offer a service that is second to none.  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Visit our premises and you will find a large showroom, extensive outdoor 
display area and a well-stocked leisure shop. In conjunction with our industry 
scheme approved and factory trained workshop, we offer all you might need 

to get away on your caravan journey. 
 
 

 
 

 

   
East Street, Harrietsham, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 1HN 

 

Call: 01622 859301 E-mail: enquiries@leedaveycaravans.co.uk 
Or visit our new website: www.leedaveycaravans.co.uk 

 



Visit our showroom:
Let us help enhance your home, visit 
our new bespoke showroom which 
displays some of our top quality Home 
Improvement products. We can help you 
decide what would be best for your home, 
or come along and try out the products 
without feeling pressured.

Opening Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 9am to 5pm

Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday: By appointment only

KSE Home Improvements 4 Ashmill Business Park,  
Ashford Road (A20) Lenham ME17 2GQ. Tel: 01622 851400 email: info@ksehome.uk

Quality installers of aluminium bi-fold & 
sliding doors, roof lanterns, PVC & sliding sash 
windows & composite doors throughout Kent
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In February Kim White, OBE, came to 
give us a talk about the Gypsy Traveller 
culture. The Romany Gypsies originally 

came from India and bought with them the 
bright coloured clothing and the gold and 
silver jewellery that they still identify with 
today.  

They travelled from India through Asia and 
Europe selling their wares, holding horse 
races and markets. From the cradle to the 
grave the father is the dominant figure in 
the family. The men do not do women’s 
work or take 
any interest in 
childbirth. When 
a child is born 
the boys are very 
often given the 
same name while 
the girls take their 
grandmother’s name.  Consequently there 
could be quite a few Johns in the same 
family.  

Some boys will change their surname to 
their mother’s maiden name to keep that 
name going and very few travellers have 
birth certificates. They are unable to read 
or write so many babies are not registered 
and the families do not claim benefits.  

Boys go out to work with their fathers from 
the age of 15 or even younger whilst the 
girls learn about the cleanliness of the 
home. From the age of 8 they help with the 
babies and the younger children and they 
learn to cook. Whilst travelling, they used 
to be able to stop on common land but 
since 1968 all common land now belongs 
to the crown.  

The second largest traveller community 
in the country is a council owned gypsy 
site in Kent, one of only 12, although there 
are 261 actual sites.  Wedding invitations 
are by word of mouth and now, with social 
media, people come from miles around to 
attend. When a traveller dies a cordon is 
placed around the place of death to ward 
off evil spirits.  

Kim has experienced a gathering in 
hospital where vehicles were parked 
around the public car park causing chaos 
and the visiting family were all crowded 
around the bed. The nurse in charge tried 
to speak to the next of kin, who was the 
wife, to tell her that only two visitors at a 
time were allowed. She did nothing about 
it because she was a woman and the men 
would have taken no notice of her. 

 

Lenham WI
The latest news from Chris Godden

If you want to join us, we meet at Lenham Community Centre on the second  
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm.  Please come along and see what we get up to.   

To find out more please contact rrgodden@btinternet.com

Lenham WI
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Lenham WILenham WI
The latest news from Chris Godden

The nurse should have spoken to the head 
of the family, the father, the son or brother 
who would then tell the family that they 
would have to leave. Every gypsy family 
must be represented at the funeral and 
that is why so many women and children 
also attend. 

This month we have Pamela Gillard who 
will be giving us a talk on Patchwork and 
Quilting. The WI was originally started to 
help women and girls to learn about the 
skills they need to run a home – cooking 
and sewing. Education has been a 
continued aim of the WI and still forms the 
basis of all the events and workshops.

Your Harrietsham Club received two 
awards at the LTA Kent Tennis Awards 

evening in February.

The “Club of the Year (1-4 courts)” 
award and the “Lifetime Achievement” 
award went to Sue Greenwood for her 
contribution to the Club for over 60 
years as Committee Member & Club 
Volunteer. Many congratulations to  
Sue on this very special achievement.

Harrietsham Lawn Tennis Club (Est. 1924 
From Andrew Rogers, Tennis Club Chairman

)

Coming soon…. Walking Tennis
In May we plan to introduce Walking Tennis 
- an LTA approved version of tennis played 
on a standard sized court where the ball can 
bounce twice and no running or jumping 
is permitted. The game is ideally suited to 
those who are less mobile or recovering 
from an injury where more gentle exercise is 
necessary. Look out for further details next 
month.

Pickleball - the Tennis Club now has a 
regular booking on Sunday afternoons 
from 2-4pm to play Pickleball in the 
Harrietsham Village Hall - do come along, 
no membership is necessary, just “pay as 
you play” at £3 per 2 hour session.

For any further details please ring  
Andrew on 079000 23399 or visit:  
www.harrietshamlawntennisclub.weebly.
com for the latest news.
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Commonwealth Day: The UK’s Union  
Jack and Canada’s Maple Leaf flags

Commonwealth Day

The 56 member countries of the 
Commonwealth, including Canada, 
celebrate Commonwealth Day every 

year in March. This year it was on Monday 
10th March 2025.

History of Commonwealth Day in 
Canada (courtesy Heritage Canada)

In 1973, the National Council in 
Canada of the Royal Commonwealth 
Society suggested in a letter to Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau that the 
idea of Commonwealth Day to be 
observed simultaneously throughout 
the Commonwealth be included on the 
agenda for the Heads of Government 
Meeting to be held in Ottawa that year. 

The proposal was not included in the 
agenda of that meeting but did appear as 
a Canadian item on the agenda of the 1975 
meeting.

At that time, the heads of Government 
agreed that the Commonwealth 
Secretariat be asked to select a date for 
such an observance that would not have 
any untoward historical connotations. At 
the meeting of senior officials in Canberra 
in May 1976, the Canadian proposal that 
the second Monday in March be set as 
Commonwealth Day was adopted.

Precedence for Flags

When representing the United Kingdom as 
a sovereign nation, the Union Jack takes 
precedence over a Canadian provincial or 
territorial flag, as established in the order of 
precedence. 

The Union Jack is flown along with 
the National Flag of Canada at federal 
buildings, airports, military bases and other 
appropriate establishments within Canada, 
from sunrise to sunset, on the following 
occasions annually:

• �The date of the official observance of the 
Sovereign’s birthday (Victoria Day, the 
Monday preceding 25th May);

• �The anniversary of the adoption of the 
Statute of Westminster (11th December); 
and;

• �The date of the official observance of 
Commonwealth Day (2nd Monday in 
March).

Conversely, when representing Canada’s 
membership in the Commonwealth or 
allegiance to the Crown (for example during 
a royal visit) Canadian provincial and 
territorial flags take precedence over  
the Union Jack when physical 
arrangements allow.
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CARPET  

 VINYL 
  
 LUXURY VINYL TILES 

 LAMINATE  
  
 ENGINEERED WOOD 

www.masterfloors.co.uk

Telephone: 01233 22 11 66     Mobile: 07974 227690 

Family run business           25 years experience 
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We had to cancel a meeting 
back in February due to Flu 
cases and have been running 

a little behind. So if we have managed 
to get caught up by April, we are 
scheduled to work on a very colourful 
star quilted cushion. We’ll have to see 
how it goes.

We have our meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of every month except December 
and would love to see you. We meet in the Osborne room in the Lenham Community 

Centre from 1:30 to 4:30. If you would like more information on our group or would like 
a copy of our 2025 programme, please contact me, Pamela Gillard at 07914 809946 or 

email moonbeamspinner@gmail.com

Countryways Quilters
and StitchersFrom Pamela Gillard

I hope you’ll come and join us and try 
your hand at something new or just enjoy 
the company, have a chat and a cup 
of tea. An enjoyable way to spend an 
afternoon.

Arpent
Design

established 2010

Web Design

EmailMarketing

Call O7572 797531

https://arpent.co.uk

based in Lenham

and

Arpent
Design

established 2010

Web Design

EmailMarketing

Call O7572 797531

https://arpent.co.uk

based in Lenham

and



64

Bespoke lawn care:
Weed & moss control
Seasonal lawn nutrition
Aeration & de-compaction
Scarifying & thatch removal
Renovations & new lawns
Wildflower & clover lawns

your lawns! 
BE PROUD OF

01622 535767

thelawntransformers.co.uk

Local, non-franchised lawn specialists
Get your FREE quote now:
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Thorneloe & Co. 
Solicitors 

Based in Lenham, we are an independent family practice providing a 
friendly, high quality, personal service tailored to your specific needs.

For you and your family….. For you and your business…. 
 Wills, Probate and Tax Planning  Agriculture 
 Trusts and Estate Administration 
 Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 Commercial Property 
 Buying or Selling a Business 

 Family Law and Employment Law  Business Contracts / Finance 
 Buying and Selling Your Home  Employment Law 
 Court of Protection 
 Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 
 Personal Injury 

 Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 

01622 859 416 
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk www.thorneloe.co.uk

St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485 

Thorneloe&Co 
Solicitors 

Now part of Hallett & Co 

www.hallettandco.co.uk





PROUD TO BE SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY  

SINCE 1965 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors, 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
 

With our 24-hour emergency service,  
we are only a telephone call away. 

 

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly with 
one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who will be 

there to help, support and guide you through the whole of 
the funeral process.

 

 
 

 
 

A.W. Court Funeral Directors 
Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP 

Telephone: 01622 850840 
 

Email: enquiries@awcourt.com  Website: www.awcourt.com  
 

A.W. Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited. 
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 



THE MOST AFFORDABLE RATES

Airports • local jobs • wheelchair accessible 
 Minibus available

advanced booking • ALL events and Parties

lenhamvillagecar@outlook.com

https://www.lenhamvillagecar.co.uk/

01622 676767 07961 451718

THE MOST AFFORDABLE RATES
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ObituaryObituary

Mark Beer, Peter’s son, says: ‘A 
celebration of Peter Beer and his 
life will be held on the 4th April 

2025 in The Red Lion Pub Lenham Square 
at 3.30pm to raise a glass or two with 
family and friends.

Anyone who wishes to pay their respects 
is more than welcome to join us.’

The poem by Peter reflects his time when 
on a horse and cart, as shown in the 
photograph below:

THE BOY WITH HOLES  
IN HIS CLOTHES

The oat sheafs had sharp thistles bound  
in by the string. 

I cried as they drew blood from  
my soft skin.

‘Do not make so much fuss’,  
my uncle cried out, 

‘just lay them on the wagon;  
stop messing about’.

But they’re hurting my fingers and 
scratching my legs, 

I am but a small boy. Is this a test?

‘Hurry up Peter’ - the shouting  
came strong, 

‘We all want to go home so this  
won’t take long’.

I fight back my tears and stack  
them in order, 

my pain and fears on hold  
as it might rain.

The last sheafs are pitched to me, the 
load now quite high, 

I hold back my tears as I climb down 
from the sky.

Back on the ground my uncle said, 
‘What was all the crying for?’ so I 

showed him the blood streaks on my 
legs.

As I grew up, tasks like this were many, 
and for my tears and pain I would receive 

a few pennies.
As the years passed by, I promised that I 

would rid myself of the poverty tie
So I worked hard and long;  

the holes on my clothes now are all gone.

Obituary – Peter Beer 
10 March 1939 – 14 February 2025
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Heritage Lenham

The first Mill on the Stour 
From Lesley Feakes

On the Heritage Lenham website 
(www.heritagelenham.co.uk/) 
it says that Tanyards had a mill 

that was likely owned by the St Augustine 
monks. How can this be? 

Firstly, Tanyards building was not a mill;  
a leat ran right through the relatively 
modern building presumably for washing 
the hides. I have photographs; there 
was no hint of a mill stone. I understood 
Tanyards was essentially a modern age 
industry together with the Bonemill. Before 
the use as a tanyard the leat could have 
been connected to watercress beds in 
Court Meadow. 

Secondly, why should the ‘mill’ (if there 
was one there) have been owned by the 
Abbey? The Glebe of the church extends 
down to that point and the church had 
been given to the Archbishop by Queen 
Ediva in 961 AD as part of Lenham.  

Standing very close to Tanyards was 
the 37m long Saxon hall located in 2019.  
William Thorne made up the history of 
the St. Augustine’s in the 14th century 
because records had been lost; that is 
350 years after the event and I reckon he 
got it wrong. The Abbey could not have 
owned the church because Queen Ediva 
obviously did (even though it is  
not mentioned).  

The important commodity (even in Roman 
times) was watercress.

There was likely a post-medieval mill much 
later at Sutton Field (near Tanyards), where 
there is a straight cut mill race and sluices 
that LAS investigated. I understood the 
post-medieval millstone found came 
from Stream Field, the southern end of 
Tanyards; it’s likely been moved.  

No - my supposition that the mills owned 
by the Abbey were on the River Len at 
Biggon Heath makes much more sense, 
(see my booklet on Lenham).

It is a pity that people make up “history” to 
fit the facts as they see them. 

But then that is much of history in the 
present day, as sleuths like Lucy Worsley 
have found out! 

Millstone found near new construction 
at Tanyards 

The accepted 1st mill on the Stour is the 
Corn Mill now known as the Bone Mill. 
Further excavation is needed as I think it 
is Roman, judging by a stone on site with 
a Lewis hole. The Lenham centre of the 
parish was Queen Ediva’s village. Legend 
has it that there were 5 barns. A Saxon 
barn has been found near the Community 
Centre complete with cobbled forecourt 
37m in length, possibly the largest in Kent. 
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You may not have heard of the 
Wellbeing Community Group that 
meets on Tuesdays in the Dog & 

Bear Hotel in Lenham, but this month 
our group’s celebrating its one-year 
anniversary!

It all started with two people passionate 
about wellbeing and mindfulness meeting 
for a chat and sharing their hopes and 
ideas. Now, we have a dozen regular 
members who are moved to share 
wellbeing tips and inspirations. 

Over the past year, we’ve had a variety of 
talks on topics such as simple wellbeing 
and mindfulness, human givens, wild 
gardening and RSPB. We’ve also hosted 
practical sessions that are both useful and 
fun, including yoga, art sessions, crafts 
and even singing. And there’s definitely 
more to come!

The idea of our group is to be a place 
where we can all learn from each other. If 
you wish to learn or share wellbeing tips, 
do not hesitate to join us.

For more information, visit our website 
https://wellbeingcg.wixsite.com/
wellbeing-community or contact Ellie 
07952594655 or Vladimir 07877143088.

Well News
From the Wellbeing Community Group

Scan me

  �Clocks bought, sold  
and repaired

  Watch batteries fitted
  �Friendly advice about  

your clock
  Free estimates 
  Insurance quotes

OPEN THURSDAY to 
SATURDAY 9:30am – 5pm

Contact Simon Wood on 
07535 417533

or email:  
lenhamclocks@gmail.com

Measuring with Google Earth the so called 
‘tithe barn’ is 37m (more with addition of 
the cart shed). The burnt barn was 37m, 
the rooves of Dog & Bear + Red Lion = 
37m. Were they all once Saxon Barns? 
Quite likely. 

These barns were communal, people and 
animals housed in the same building. 
In other words the origin of our Saxon 
Village. It is common to rebuild on the 
same footprint so they could even be 
older than that. Confirmation could be in 
digging the foundations of the burnt barn 
(but that would perhaps be imposing and 
impossible.) 

It is rare to be able to work out the true 
history of a village without archaeology 
and Lenham is still in a muddle to say  
the least.
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How much wood 
could a woodpecker 

peck?

Nature Watch 
From Darren Hammond

Woodpeckers

As we move into the new season and 
nature starts to wake up into spring, 
you might notice, as you walk by tall 

trees in particular, the sound of something 
hammering on wood. More than likely this 
will be a woodpecker and, in all probability, 
it will be a great spotted woodpecker. 

Around the Lenham area I have seen two 
types of woodpecker out of the three 
that are in the UK. The great spotted 
woodpecker and the green woodpecker. 
One is easily enticed into the garden but the 
other tends to be more elusive. 

The great spotted woodpecker

The great spotted 
woodpecker will 
happily come into the 
garden to find titbits of 
food. Usually goes for 
things like nuts but will 
also go for sunflower 
hearts. If you are lucky 
you will see it prepare a 
little nook in a hollow of 
a tree branch (showing 
why it’s named the 
woodpecker) and then 

break apart the nut by repeatedly hitting it 
with its beak. 

Here (above) we see a male (distinguished 
by the red spot on the back of the head) just 
after it has finished eating a peanut.  

Drumming on wood is not just about food. 
The female great spotted woodpecker hides 
under a branch as a magpie lands in the tree 
above. The female has no red spot on the 
back of the neck. 

This time of year you can hear a loud rat-tat-
tat-tat as you walk through wooded areas or 
have tall trees around. 

And this is not just the males trying to 
impress the ladies, but it’s been shown that 
both the male and the female will hammer on 
trees (usually) as a warning to stay out of their 
territory as well. Surely that’s gotta hurt!

When they are looking for a mate or scaring 
off others from their area, the great spotted 
woodpecker will hit the tree (or even 
sometimes a man-made thing like a metal 
pole) up to 40 times a second! 

And what’s 
more they are 
quite picky as 
they choose 
which branch 
or part of the 
tree that makes 
the best sound. 
Even better 
is that each 
species of 
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woodpecker has its 
own accent! 

This is a baby great 
spotted woodpecker 
with its tell-tale red 
crown that will either 
disappear (if female) 
or slowly move to the 
back of the neck (if 
male).  

The mighty green 
woodpecker

The other UK 
woodpecker you are 
likely to hear rather 
than see is the green 
woodpecker. This 

bird is quite large and also a lot louder 
than its black and white cousin. Instead 
of hammering on trees it will let out a very 
loud laughing sound that’s called a yaffle. 

This is a bird I have had a lot of trouble 
photographing. The one here is a young 
one not yet experienced enough to stay 
out of sight after teasing me with its 
laughter. 

It is the largest of UK woodpeckers and the 
way to tell the male and female apart with 
this bird is by the colouring around its face. 

The female has a black mask on the front 
of its face and around its beak. The male 
has a similar black mask but will have a 
line of red at the bottom part (you can just 
see that forming 
on this young 
woodpecker). 

Another major 
difference between 
these two is the 
food they will 
go after. Green 
woodpeckers 
like ants mainly, 
although they will 
go for other small 
insects and even 
small reptiles. So 
instead of seeing them in trees you are 
more likely to see them on the ground 
hunting. They also have weaker beaks 
than the smaller great spotted version. 

A final note and request if I may. If there 
is a particular part of nature you would 
like me to photograph and explore please 
email me at dphnaturephotography@
yahoo.com and I will do my best to track 
it down and feature it in future articles. 
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Obituary - Ian George    
1952 – 2025 by Danny Coorsh

It is with profound sadness that 
I write about the sudden 
passing of Ian George, 

a beloved resident and 
true son of Lenham. A 
cherished figure in the 
village, Ian passed 
away on 4th February 
and he will be sorely 
missed.

Born in 1952, Ian 
attended both Lenham 
Primary School and 
The Lenham School 
(Swadelands School as it 
was known then). He lived 
in a cottage on the High Street 
with his parents; the family then moved 
to Honywood Road before Ian moved 
to Frogmore Walk after his parents 
passed away. On leaving school, Ian 
began working as an office boy at a large 
commercial building services company; 
memories of Ian from back then are of him 
rushing around the typing pool delivering 
supplies to all of the secretaries. He 
worked for the same company for over 50 
years, eventually being promoted to chief 
cashier. 

Even whilst working full time, Ian devoted 
much of his time to supporting local 
groups and organisations. His love of 
Lenham and our community shone 
through everything he did and his 
tireless work for our village will be much 
missed. Ian brought his great attention 
to detail and financial acumen to many 
local groups over the years, such as the 

Lenham Players and the Parish Hall 
Committee, where he served as 

Treasurer. 

Treasurer of Lenham Country 
Market for nearly 25 years, 
Ian supported the market 
tirelessly; he could be 
found walking around 
the market every month, 
ensuring that all was 
well. He was thrilled with 

every success the market 
experienced – being featured 

in an episode of the BBC 
Farmers’ Country Showdown 

and winning gold in the Taste of 
Kent Award food and drink category  

in 2023.

Ian was an integral part of the team 
that worked to get Lenham Community 
Centre built in 2004 and was a Trustee 
and the Treasurer of the centre for over 
20 years. He was a true advocate of the 
centre and cared deeply about doing his 
bit to make sure that it ran smoothly as a 
community amenity. As a founder member 
and Treasurer of Lenham Film Club, Ian 
could be found on the ticket desk at 
every film performance. He took great 
pleasure in helping the committee select 
the films to be shown and was a much-
valued member of the team, whether it 
was updating on finances or spotting 
typos when it was time to produce new 
programmes. 

Ian’s dedication to Lenham didn’t end 
with the organisations he was a part 
of. Although not a council member, he 
was a regular attendee at public Parish 
Council meetings for over 20 years and 
could always be relied upon to raise 
pertinent issues.  He would make a point 
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of speaking to our borough councillors at 
the market – about potholes, streetlights, 
buses – always with concerns he thought 
they should address to improve our 
community.  

As one of the parishioners who got 
together in advance of the Centenary of 
the Cross in 2022, Ian undertook to bring 
together his existing knowledge and the 
Parish records into a small publication 
detailing the concise history of the Cross.   
Copies of the book are available from the 
community centre and the Lenham Parish 
Council office. As a member of Lenham 
Heritage Society, Ian was known for his 
extensive local knowledge; he was always 
prepared to share his expertise and local 
insight.  

Although quite a private man, Ian’s love 
for Lenham and his community was 
unmistakeable. In 2018, he was honoured 

with a Local Hero Award (as nominated by 
Lenham Country Market), a testament to 
his unwavering commitment to our village. 
Those who knew him have said he was one 
of life’s good guys, truly one in a million, 
and others have mentioned his very dry 
sense of humour. I will miss Ian very much 
– our conversations, his puns, his jokes, 
how he always tried to make me laugh 
and his monthly visits to drop off film club 
payments.  

Ian’s absence will be profoundly felt by 
those who had the great privilege of 
knowing him and by the organisations he 
so ably supported. May his memory live  
on in Lenham and may his dear soul rest  
in peace.

Ian’s funeral will take place at 11.30 
on Thursday 17th April at Charing 
Crematorium, with refreshments at 
Lenham Community Centre afterwards.
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Christian Message for Easter:
Hope, Expectation and Joy

I was thrilled to see that this year I 
have been asked to write the Easter 
Christian Message – thrilled and a little 

overwhelmed at where to start and how 
best to talk about this important Christian 
festival. 
In December my daughter sent me 
a photograph of a shelf in her local 
supermarket. “Outrageous!” I exclaimed 
when I saw that they were selling crème 
eggs before we had even celebrated 
Christ’s birth. “Yes indeed,” she replied, 
“they have more than doubled in price 
this year!” Hey ho, I suppose everything 
depends on our own perspective. 
As I sit here on a cold, wet, misty February 
morning, I feel a glimmer of hope as I think 
about April, sunny spring weather, daffodils 
and bird song. From the perspective 
of a nature lover, April is full of hope, 
expectation and joy.
By 1st April, we will be half way through 
Lent. Many of us will have given something 
up or taken challenges on and will have 
failed, excelled, or a bit of both. Most of us 
will be looking forward to 20th April and the 
chance to relax and indulge in at least one 
‘over-priced’ chocolate item. More hope, 
expectation and joy. 
For Christians, Lent is important. It is a time 
of reflecting on our own faith, the amazing 
example set by Jesus when he lived here 
on Earth, the incredible sacrifice he made 
for us all by dying to save us from sin and 
his resurrection to show he had conquered 
death and was returning to his father in 
heaven. Yes, you guessed it, even more 

hope, expectation and joy, but let’s explore 
this a little more: 
During this time, we have a chance to think 
about God’s love for each of us, the chance 
to meet him, through Jesus, in this life, and 
the certainty of meeting him in the next.  
Jesus’s ministry was very short but in about 
three years he packed in more teaching, 
healing and, ultimately, suffering, than many 
of us experience in a lifetime. His greatest 
message was one of Love. Love your family, 
friends, neighbours and even your enemies. 
That’s a real challenge: It’s hard enough for 
us to forgive those who hurt us, lie to us or 
betray us, but for those experiencing a war-
torn environment with serious injury, multiple 
bereavements or continuing hunger, it must 
at times seem an unfathomable trial. Those 
who do manage to carry on and still show 
love are heroes indeed and reflect the love 
Christ had for us all. 
Everywhere Jesus went he banished 
suffering and gave hope. As the time of his 
death drew near, he tried to prepare his 
disciples with expectation for his sacrifice of 
dying on the cross. If we ask Jesus into our 
lives and ask for forgiveness for all our wrong 
doing, we can enjoy a personal relationship 
with him where he will guide and protect 
us, and we can live in the knowledge that 
we have a place in heaven without fear of 
judgement. Jesus’ resurrection proved his 
victory over sin and death and left a legacy 
of joy for us all. This offer hasn’t doubled in 
price in over 2,000 years. It is still free to us 
today. We only have to ask. 

Happy Easter! Pamela Cuerden

Christian Message
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Len Valley Benefice Everybody is welcome

For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand  
and says to you, do not fear; I will help you. Isaiah 41:13

Wednesday 2 April
9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion 

Sunday 6 April
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 13 April – Palm Sunday
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Monday 14 – Thursday 17 April –  
Series of Holy Week evening sessions 

Monday 7.30pm at St Nicholas,  
Boughton Malherbe

Finding God in nature, Revd. John Huggins
Tuesday 7.30pm at All Saints, Ulcombe

Finding God in art, Canon Lorraine Apps-
Huggins

Wednesday 7.30pm at St Mary, Lenham
Finding God in music, Lis Bayford

Thursday 7.30pm at St John the Baptist, 
Harrietsham

Finding God in helping others,  
Revd. David Bates

Check local notice boards for more details

Followed by Maundy Thursday  
washing of feet 

Friday 18 April – Good Friday
2.00pm Services in all four churches  

‘An hour at The Cross’

Saturday 19 April
3.00pm Lenham:  Messy Church – Messy 

Easter

Sunday 20 April – Easter Sunday
6.30am Boughton Malherbe: Benefice 

Daybreak Easter Celebration
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship

Sunday 27th April
11.00am Benefice Holy Communion at St 

John the Baptist, Harrietsham
 ‘Re-Sourced in Christ – Confession and 

forgiveness’
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OSTEOPATH
Helping relieve symptoms of:

Back,Hip & Neck Pain
Arthritis
Sciatica
Frozen shoulder
Headaches
Fibromyalgia & More…

MR C. R. TEMPEST
D.O. M.Ost. GOsC Registered Osteopath

Late appointments available & Free parking 
No.8 The Square,Lenham, ME17 2PQ

07749 980096 
www.chris-tempest.com

lenhamvillagestore.co.uk

Lottery • Tobacco • Off-Licence • Groceries

L����� V������ S���� 

For a warm welcome 
come and see us 

at the square!

Mon - Thurs 8am - 6 pm
Fri & Sat 8am - 9pm
Sunday 10am - 6pm

 

‘If God were small enough to 
be understood, he wouldn’t be 
big enough to be worshipped’ 

- Evelyn Underhill
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A £10 voucher, donated by your crossword compiler, will go to the first correctly completed crossword picked 
from your entries. Please complete the box below and hand your entries into the Lenham Parish Council 
offices at 1a High Street Lenham or into the Lenham library by no later than 22 April where they’ll  
be placed in an envelope. The winner will be notified direct and announced in a future issue of Focus.

Name ...............................................................................  Phone No ............................................................. 

Address ............................................................................................................................................................

Answers for March 2025 
Focus Crossword

The February Winner was Andrew Barr of Lenham. Well done!

Across clues

1.	 Use this to brush up rubbish. (5)

4.   A tortilla. (5)

7.   These runners will never win! (9)

8.   Look at a book. (4)

10. They fly in the sky. (6)

12. The capital of Greece. (6)

13. Push a baby in this. (4)

16. Where to put discarded rubbish. (9)

18. Cut a sheep’s coat. (5)

19. Your dentist looks at them. (5)

Down clues

1. 	 Is it a dog that likes a fight? (5)

2. 	 A light will not work if it is this! (3)

3. 	 What a calf likes to drink. (4)

4. 	 Slang for a stupid person. (6)

5. 	� Someone who keeps a building 
presentable. (7)

6. 	� Where Liam and Noel might have held 
their performances in the desert! (5)

9. 	� A well-known British leafy plant that is 
now threatened with extinction. (3,4)

11. 	� A soldier who shoots from somewhere 
hidden. (6)

12. 	�Animals of the horse family, with long 
ears. (5)

14. 	What soldiers do on parade. (5)

15. 	You are this if you win. (4)

17. 	 A cooked dish with pastry on top. (3)

Focus PRIZE Crossword April 2025
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Maidstone’s Big Day Out

Maidstone Borough Council 
(MBC) is inviting everyone to get 
out and enjoy amazing parks 

and open spaces to be part of the first 
community ‘Big Day Out.’

Being held on Saturday 14 June 
2025, the inaugural one-day festival is 
celebrating the outdoor areas found 
across the borough of Maidstone.

MBC is partnering with ‘Maidstone’s Big 
Day Out’ to encourage as many people 
as possible to discover the council’s 60 
parks and open spaces, take part in the 
event and organise their own event as 
part of the day. 

Teaming up with Maidstone CAN 
(Climate Action Network), ‘Maidstone’s 
Big Day Out’ is being held to celebrate 
all that the green spaces of the borough 
have to offer, and to enjoy some local 
hospitality in the same evening.

The one-day festival, which takes place 
during the national ‘Great Big Green 
Week’ project, is being held so that 
everyone can experience and enjoy the 
natural beauty across the borough of 
Maidstone.

Cllr Stephen Thompson, MBC Cabinet 
Member for Healthier Stronger 
Communities said:  “We are delighted 
to support this community led project.  
It is great to see local people and 
organisations coordinating the efforts of 
the large number of volunteers who work 
all year round to make our green spaces 
such a precious asset in our borough, in 
partnership with MBC’s Parks Team. “We 
are ordering the best weather and hope 
people in all our communities will go out 
to appreciate their local green spaces- 
as well as local food and drink!”

Organisations, local businesses, 
communities and all the residents of 
Maidstone are invited to take part in the 
2025 festival and register their interest by 
emailing: Maidstone@BigDayOut.info

The main organiser behind the Maidstone 
Big Day Out Richard Conyard added: 

“Natural beauty is abundant in 
Maidstone, found from tiny pieces of 
woodland, the streams and rivers running 
through the borough, to the majestic 
vistas from the North Downs and the 
Greensand Ridge that look far to the 
horizon.  These are often maintained by 
hardworking volunteer groups. 

We hope the Big Day Out on the 14th 
of June will not only be a fun day 
out for borough residents, but also 
an opportunity for those groups to 
showcase their special patch to their 
local community.”

To find out more about the ‘Maidstone 
Big Day Out’, register your event as part 
of the day and how to take part please 
visit the website: Maidstone’s Big Day 
Out (https://bigdayout.info/ ).

To discover more about the MBC Parks & 
Open Spaces, please go to the Council’s 
webpage: https://maidstone.gov.uk/
home/other-services/parks-and-play-
areas/primary-areas/parks.




